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SUBJECT: VISIT OF EEC COMMISSIONER FOR DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION 

1 . THE COMMISSIONER FOR DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION IN THE 
EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES, CLAUDE CHEYSSON, LEADING A 5 MAN EEC 
TECHNICAL TEAM, VISITED GUYANA SEPTEMBER 9-11. GUYANA'S 
INVOLVEMENT WITH THE EEC IS TWO FOLD: GUYANA EXPORTS SUGAR 
TO THE EEC (ESTIMATED 167,500 TONS THIS YEAR) UNDER THE LOME 
CONVENTION. ALSO THE EEC HAS IDENTIFIED FIVE DEVELOPMENT 
PROJECTS IN GUYANA FOR POSSIBLE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE, 

TOTALING G$35 MILLION DOLLARS, THESE INCLUDE THREE MAJOR 
PROJECTS SLATED TO RECEIVE G$l() MILLION EACH-THE UPPER 
DEMERARA FORESTRY COMPLEX, DEMERARA FISH PORT COMPLEX, AND 
THE EAST BERBICE ROAD PROJECT. GS3.5 MILLION IS EARMARKED FOR 
LOANS TO SMALL AND MEDIUM SIZED FIRMS, THROUGH THE AGRICULTURAL 
COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT BANK, AND GS1.5 MILLION FOR TRAINING 
AND EDUCATION. TO DATE, ONLY THE LATTER SMALL PROJECT 

HAS BEGUN. 
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2. CHEYSSON'S ARRIVAL STATEMENT FOCUSSED ON SUGAR. HE 
DUBBED THE STATE OF THE WORLD SUGAR MARKET AS "SCANDALOUS." 

THE WORLD SUGAR PRICE TODAY (G$460 A TON) IS BELOW THE COST 
OF PRODUCTION IN GUYANA AND THE REST OF THE CARIBBEAN. 

DESCRIBING SITUATION AS VERY SERIOUS, CHEYSSON NOTED 

THAT THE EEC'S CURRENT PRICE WAS DOUBLE THAT OF THE WORLD 
MARKET AND THIS GAVE PARTIAL PROTECTION BUT HE CONCEDED 
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THAT THE SITUATION WAS STILL UNSATISFACTORY. 

3. FOLLOWING CALLS ON PRESIDENT CHUNG, ECONOMIC DEV- 
ELOPMENT AND COOPERATIVES MINISTER, DESMOND HOYTE, ACTING 
CARICOM SECRETARY GENERAL , JOE TYNDALL, AND OTHER MEETINGS 
WITH OFFICIALS CONNECTED WITH PROJECTS IDENTIFIED FOR EEC 
ASSISTANCE, CHEYSSON MET FOR TWO HOURS ON SEPTEMBER 1 1 
WITH THE PRIME MINISTER. THEIR TALKS CENTERED ON WIDE RANGE 
OF ISSUES, INCLUDING GUYANA-EEC RELATIONS, SOUTHERN AFRICA, 

AND THE NEW INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER. 

4. CHEYSSON EMERGED FROM THE MEETING WITH HIGH PRAISE FOR 

P.M. BURNHAM. NOTING THAT THERE WERE NO PROBLEMS OUTSTANDING 
AT THIS TIME BETWEEN GUYANA AND THE EEC, CHEYSSON SAID THAT 
WHAT WAS MOST IMPORTANT FOR HIM WAS THE KIND OF GUIDANCE AND 
ENLIGHTENING WHICH HE RECEIVED FROM A MAN OF THE EXPERIENCE 
AND AUTHORITY OF BURNHAM. GUYANA, CHEYSSON SAID, HAS A VERY 
CLEAR FOREIGN POLICY THAT IS FELT IN THE LOME GROUP. 

AND EUROPEANS WELCOME THE FACT THAT ONE OF THEIR PARTNERS 
HAS SUCH A CLEAR LINE OF NON-ALIGNMENT, INDEPENDENCE AND 
SELF-RELIANCE IN DEVELOPMENT. CHEYSSON CONCLUDED THAT 
HIS DICUSSION WITH THE P.M. WAS THE HIGHLIGHT OF HIS 
TOUR IN THE AREA WHICH HAD SO FAR INCLUDED GUADELOUPE, 
MARTINIQUE, FRENCH GUIANA AND SURINAM. HE LEFT GUYANA ON 
SEPTEMBER 1 1 FOR TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO AND JAMAICA. 
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